ABSTRACT. This paper presents the results of a faunal study of ground beetles (Coleoptera: Carabidae) from Hormozgan province in southern Iran, which was carried out from winter 2015 to winter 2016. A total of 30 species belonging to 18 genera were collected and identified. Two species -Calodromius mayeti and Elaphropus (Tachyura) biblis -are reported from Iran for the first time; in addition, the occurrence of several species in Iran was confirmed.
INTRODUCTION
Hormozgan province, in southern Iran, lies on the northern shores of the Persian Gulf and Gulf of Oman. It has a hot and humid climate, with temperatures sometimes exceeding 49°C in summer and with very little precipitation all the year round. Almost all the mountains in the region are stony, dry and treeless. According to the first checklist of Iranian ground beetles, by AZADBAKHSH & NOZARI (2015) , 955 species of Carabidae are known from Iran. Although many papers on the ground beetles of Iran have been written over the years, most of these studies relate to the central or northern parts of Iran. The ground beetle fauna in the south of Iran is thus not well known.
In order to enhance our knowledge of the diversity of ground beetles in the south of Iran, we carried out surveys in Hormozgan province and studied the diversity of these insects in various ecosystems. 
Calomera diania TSCHITSCHÉRINE, 1903
Material examined. 3 specimens, Hormozgan province, Fin env. (Fig. 1) , 13.IV.2016 (27˚38'54"N, 55˚52'2"E), 300 metres, S. AZADBAKHSH leg. et det; 1 specimen, Hormozgan province, Geno hot spring, 8.V.2015 (27˚26'45"N, 56˚17'54"E), S. AZADBAKHSH leg. et det.
Distribution. This species was described from Duz-ab (Khuzestan province) by TSCHITSCHÉRINE (1903) and cited from a different region of Iran by AZADBAKHSH & NOZARI (2015) .
Biology. It was collected near saline water using a net. The habitat was very hot and humid.
Subfamily Carabinae LATREILLE, 1802 Tribe Carabini LATREILLE, 1802 Calosoma (Caminara) olivieri DEJEAN, 1831
Material examined. 3 ex., Iran, Hormozgan Province, Fin env., 13.IV.2016 (27˚38'54"N, 55˚52'2"E), 300 metres, S. AZADBAKHSH leg. et det.
Distribution. This species is widely distributed in the Palaearctic region; in Iran it has been found in the south and east of the country (AZADBAKHSH & NOZARI 2015) .
Biology. The climate of Fin is dry and hot in summer with 5 mm rain in winter. Adults of this species were collected at night in light traps deployed near gardens. Material examined. 7 specimens, Hormozgan province, Khorgo env. (Fig. 2) , 16.II.2015 (27˚27'27"N, 56˚20'31"E), 118 metres; 4 specimens, Hormozgan province, Khorgo env., 3.III.2016 (27˚27'27"N, 56˚20'31"E), 118 metres, S. AZADBAKHSH leg. et det.
Distribution. This species is distributed in Afghanistan, Algeria, Cyprus, Egypt (Sinai), Greece, Iran, India (Uttar Pradesh), Ireland, Israel, Kazakhstan, Libya, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, Spain, Turkmenistan, Turkey and Yemen. In Iran, it was reported from Sabzawaran, Kerman province by MANDL (1963) .
Biology. The specimens were collected by hand near a river bank under stones and mud. 
Scarites (Scarites) procerus eurytus FISCHER VON WALDHEIM, 1828
Material examined. 1 specimen, Hormozgan province, Posht-Koh village (Fig. 3) "N, 56˚15'37"E), 201 metres; 1 specimen, Hormozgan Province, Roodan river, 23.II.2015 (27˚28'14"N, 56˚15'13"E), 189 metres; 3 specimens, Hormozgan Province, Mola dam, 4.III.2015 (27˚20'44"N, 56˚8'3"E), 232 metres, S. AZADBAKHSH leg. et det.
Distribution. This species is distributed in Iran and Iraq. In Iran, it was recorded 13 km south-east of Nikshahr (prov. Sistan va Baluchestan) by MUILWIJK & FELIX (2008) .
Biology. Adults of this species were collected near both saline and freshwater river banks under stones. This species is very common in this region and is easily found on freshwater river banks.
Perileptus (Perileptus) robustus JEANNEL, 1923
Material examined. 1 specimen, Hormozgan Province, Posht-Koh village, 21.III.2015 (27˚38'45"N, 56˚43'51"E), 411 metres; 4 specimens, Hormozgan Province, Mand river, 19.II.2015 (27˚30'26"N, 56˚15'37"E), 185 metres, S. AZADBAKHSH leg. et det.
Distribution. This species is distributed in India and Iran. In Iran, it was recorded 13 km south-east of Nikshahr (prov. Sistan va Baluchestan) by MUILWIJK & FELIX (2008) .
Biology. Adults of this species were collected near freshwater river banks under stones.
Tribe Bembidiini STEPHENS, 1827
Elaphropus (Tachyura) emeritus (PERINGUEY, 1898) = biblis BRITTON, 1948 Material examined. 1 specimen, Hormozgan province, Roodan env., 3.VIII.2015 (27˚28'14"N, 56˚15'13"E), 189 metres, S. AZADBAKHSH leg. & J. COULON det., as biblis BRITTON, 1948. Distribution. This species is distributed in Egypt (Sinai), Yemen and now in Iran. This is a new record for Iran.
Biology. An adult of this species was collected near a freshwater river bank under stones. Distribution. This species is distributed in Azerbaijan, Afghanistan, Georgia, Iran, India (Uttar Pradesh), Kyrgyzstan, Kazakhstan, Pakistan, Syria, Tadzhikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan. In Iran, it was reported from IranShahr (Sistan va Baluchestan province), Jiroft and Anbar-Abad (Kerman province) by KULT (1961) .
Elaphropus
Elaphropus ( Distribution. This species is distributed in Azerbaijan, Georgia, Iran, Iraq, Israel, Kyrgyzstan, Kazakhstan, Pakistan, Syria, Tadzhikistan, Turkmenistan, Turkey and Uzbekistan. In Iran, it was reported from different parts of Iran by AZADBAKHSH & NOZARI (2015) .
Tachys (Tachys) angustulus REITTER, 1899
province, Ahmadi env., 19.II.2015 (28˚1'39"N, 56˚26'21"E), 1121 metres, S. AZADBAKHSH leg. et det. Distribution. This species has a wide distribution in the Palaearctic region. In Iran, it has been reported from Hormozgan, Kerman and Tehran by AZADBAKHSH & NOZARI (2015) .
Distribution. This species is distributed in southern and western Iran. It is a new record for the province.
Biology. An adult of this species was collected in a light trap.
CONCLUSIONS
In this study 30 species belonging to 18 genera of the family Carabidae are reported from Iran. Calodromius mayeti and Elaphropus (Tachyura) biblis are new records, reported from Iran for the first time. The species Lurestania gracilis was found for the second time in Iran; this record from southern Iran indicates that this species is distributed in the west and south of the country.
